


“Daleko” — a Czech word meaning “far away” — re-
flects New Prague’s strong bohemian roots, its spa-
tial relationship to the cultural hub that is the Twin 
Cities, and the ensemble’s desire to step back and 
examine the world f rom a new point of view.

DalekoArts (DELL-uh-koh) works with professional 
theatre artists to pursue impactful, live performance 
in our community of New Prague, Minnesota and the 
surrounding region.

Our purpose is to decentralize professional theatre in 
Minnesota by increasing engagement and opportu-
nity in New Prague and the surrounding area. It is our 
dream that New Prague will be a known destination 
for quality performing arts and arts education.

New Prague was chosen as the company’s home due 
to the community’s extraordinary interest in theatre, 
the regional growth and development it has experi-
enced in the last decade, its relative proximity to the 
Twin Cities, and its close ties to the founders. 

DalekoArts was founded in 2012 by theatre artists 
Ben Thietje and Amanda White as a way to help de-
centralize professional theatre in Minnesota. 

DalekoArts is a member of the 
Theatre Communications Group 
(TCG), the national organization for 
the American theatre.

This activity is made possible by the voters 
of Minnesota through a grant f rom the 
Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation f rom the arts 
and cultural heritage fund.

This production is made possible, in part, by the 
generosity of the Shubert Foundation.

DalekoArts is a proud member of the 
Minnesota Theater Alliance.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Hi, there.

Thanks for checking out the DalekoArts season opener, 
The Thin Place!

There were lots of reasons for Daleko to produce this play, 
but the one that immediately caught my attention was 
pretty simple: it creeped me out. In my opinion, “scary” 
is one of the most challenging things to accomplish on 
stage, and we love a good challenge. Film and TV can do 
so much with CGI effects, camera positions, etc. For us live 
theatre folk, it can be a little trickier to produce a monster 
on stage that doesn’t come off a bit…silly. What I liked 
about The Thin Place was it didn’t lean on much more 
than a good story. I like to think that after ten seasons, 
we’ve gotten fairly good at telling those.

But spooky isn’t all Mr. Hnath has to offer with The 
Thin Place. The play also explores a very relevant and 
unsettling question: how do we know what’s real? Our 
world today is filled with truths and not-quite-untruths, 
facts and alternative facts. The line of those hoping to 
guide us through this entanglement is not a short one. 
Are we seeing reality, or are we seeing what we want to 
see…what we need to see?

These questions (along with the “scary”) have been an 
immense pleasure to explore — especially with this hugely 
talented cast, crew, and creative team. I hope you enjoy 
your time with us tonight, and that this journey through 
the thin place perfectly delivers you into Spooky Season.

Ben Thietje
Director



KAYLA DVORAK FELD
H i l d a

K a y l a  i s  w i l d l y  h a p p y 
to be performing again 
at  DalekoArts .  Previous 
D a l e ko  c re d i t s  i n c l u d e 
Constellations, Our Town, 
and Wait Until Dark.  She 
h a s  a l s o  w o r k e d  w i t h 
companies  such as  The 
W i n d i n g  S h e e t  O u t f i t , 
T h ea t re  Pro  R a t a  H e ro 
Now Theatre, Yellow Tree 
Theatre ,  among others .  
K a y l a  l i k e s  t o  s p e n d 
m o s t  o f  h e r  f r e e  t i m e 
s leeping,  hanging with 
her husband, and singing 
s o n g s  o f  a d o r a t i o n  t o 
her stunning dogs Mira 
a n d  P e e w e e .   C o m i n g 
up, you can see Kayla at 
t h e  Tw i n  C i t i e s  H o r ro r 
Fest iva l ,  per formin g in 
The Winding Sheet Outf it 
and Specia l  When L i t ’s 
co-produced production, 
Stabby Stab Stab.

LOLLY FOY
L i n d a

Lo l l y  m a ke s  h e r  d e b u t 
with  DalekoAr ts  in  The 
T h i n  P l a c e .  O r i g i n a l l y 
f ro m  TX ,  r a i s e d  i n  N C , 
she has been delighted to 
call MN home, on and off, 
for almost 35 years.  Lolly 
considers herself  an all-
a ro u n d  t h ea te r  m a ke r-
d i r e c t i n g ,  t e a c h i n g , 

costuming, even working 
as a union stage hand-but 
f irst and foremost is her 
passion for  performing. 
Her career has seen her 
playing everything f rom 
the grandness of regional 
theaters to the intimacy 
o f  h o u s e  c o n c e r t s , 
including extensive work 
with interactive theatre. 
Local audiences will have 
seen her at The Guthrie, 
M i x e d  B l o o d  T h e a t r e , 
History Theatre, Classical 
Actors Ensemble, Theater 
Latte Da,  Ar t istry,  Lyr ic 
Arts ,  Chi ldren’s  Theatre 
a n d  f o r  e i g h t  yea r s  a s 
Queen Margaret  at  the 
Minnesota Renaissance 
Festival. Lolly holds a BFA 
f ro m  U N C  G re e n s b o ro , 
a n d  a n  M FA  f ro m  M S U 
Mankato, and has trained 
with the Actors Workout at 
The Guthrie, Shakespeare 
& Co,  in Lenox,  MA , and 
the  Al l iance Theatre  in 
Atlanta.

EDWIN STROUT
J e r r y

E d w i n  i s  v e r y  e x c i t e d 
to be making his debut 
at  DalekoArts .  In the 31 
years  that  he has  been 
performing in  the Twin 
Cities, he has worked with 
over 49 different theater 
co m p a n i e s  i n  ove r  1 0 0 
roles .  Most  recently,  he 
h a s  p e r fo rm e d  a s  Lo rd 

Montjoy in Michael Bay’s 
B r i d g e r t o n  V I I  a t  M N 
Fringe Festival; Charlie in 
On Golden Pond at Paul 
Bunyan Playhouse; Lord 
Montague in Romeo and 
Juliet at Zephyr Theatre; 
The Mayor in Not In Our 
Neighborhood at History 
T h ea t r e ;  a n d  S c h e f f l e r 
i n  T h e  U g l y  O n e  f o r 
Walking Shadow Theatre. 
U p c o m i n g :  E b e n e z e r 
S c r o o g e  i n  C h r i s t m a s 
C a r o l :  A  G h o s t  S t o r y 
a t  J a m e s  J  H i l l  h o u s e 
w i t h  Way wa rd  T h ea t re 
Company.

SIRI HELLERMAN
S y l v i a

Siri  [she/her] is an actor, 
i m p r o v i s e r ,  e d u c a t o r , 
voice over artist and Mom 
f rom Minneapolis.  She is 
thri l led to be working at 
D a l e koA r t s  a g a i n  a f te r 
appearing in Season 8’s 
A d ve n t u r e s  i n  M a t i n g . 
Local ly,  Sir i  has worked 
with the Actors Theater 
o f  Minnesota ,  C lass ica l 
A c t o r s  E n s e m b l e ,  a n d 
the MN Fringe Fest ival . 
S h e ’ s  a l s o  a  f r e q u e n t 
p e r f o r m e r  a t  H U G E 
I m p rov  T h ea te r ,  w h e re 
you can see her on stage 
every Friday through the 
e n d  o f  t h e  yea r .  S i r i  i s 
a  co m p a ny  m e m b e r  o f 
Locally Grown Comedy (@
locallygrowncomedyllc) , 

h a s  a n  M FA  i n  A c t i n g 
f rom the New School for 
Drama, and loves snacks. 

ABBY NARVESON
S t a g e  M a n a g e r

A b by  ( s h e / h e r )  i s  f ro m 
S a i n t  Pa u l ,  M i n n e s o t a , 
and recently  graduated 
with  a  degree  in  s tage 
m a n a g e m e n t  f r o m 
C o r n e l l  C o l l e g e .  H e r 
r e c e n t  c r e d i t s  i n c l u d e 
The Litt le  Mermaid (SM 
2022) with 4 Community 
T h ea t r e  i n  O r o n o ,  M N , 
Litt le Women (SM 2022) 
w i t h  C o r n e l l  C o l l e g e , 
W h i te  C h r i s t m a s  ( A S M 
2 0 2 1 )  w i t h  L a k e s h o r e 
P l a y e r s  i n  W h i t e  B e a r 
L a k e ,  M N ,  a n d  T h i s  I s 
Not A Game of Baseball 
(SM 2021) with Mirrorbox 
Theatre in Cedar Rapids, 
IA .  Abby wants to thank 
her parents,  family,  and 
f riends for their constant 
support and love. On with 
the show!

ZACHARY 
THOMPSON

A s s i s t a n t  S t a g e 
M a n a g e r

Z a c h a r y  ( h e / h i m )  h a s 
a n  A A  D e g r e e  f r o m 
Normandale Community 
College and is pursuing 
a  B A  i n  T h e a t r e  A r t s 
through the Normandale 



C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e /
S o u t h w e s t  M i n n e s o t a 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 
partnership program. Zak 
can recently  have been 
seen performing in  the 
p l a y s  Co l o s s a l ,  I n  T h i s 
To g e t h e r ,  a n d  H a m l e t 
a t  N o r m a n d a l e .  P r i o r 
t o  h i s  c o l l e g e  t h e a t r e 
pursuits,  he served four 
years in the United States 
Marine Corps, and he was 
h o n o r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d 
w i t h  m u l t i p l e  a w a r d s 
a n d  c o m m e n d a t i o n s : 
among them, the Naval 
Commendation Medal for 
supporting his squadron 
throughout deployment 
by  c rea t i n g  a  p ro g ra m 
and processes to maintain 
and inventory 16.5 million 
d o l l a r s  i n  e q u i p m e n t . 
I n  h i s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r 
h e  h a s  a l s o  r e c e i v e d 
ce r t i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  l a s e r 
e tch i n g  a n d  o p e ra t i n g 
e q u i p m e n t .  H i s  s c e n i c 
construction credentials 
have been bolstered with 
f ive years of concrete and 
construction experience; 
he has worked creating 
f o r m s ,  p o u r i n g  a n d 
f i n i s h i n g  c o n c r e t e , 
i n s t a l l i n g  t i l e  a n d 
b a c k s p l a s h ,  i n s t a l l i n g 
soff it/ facia/gutters ,  and 
doing detai led bui lding 
and roof ing work.

KEELY WOLTER
A c c e n t  C o n s u l t a n t

K e e l y  h o l d s  a n  M A  i n 
Voice  Studies  f rom the 
Royal  Central  School  of 
S p e e c h  a n d  D r a m a  i n 
London. She has served as 
a voice and accent coach 
w i t h  H B O,  t h e  G u t h r i e 
T h e a t e r ,  P a r k  S q u a r e 
Theater,  Jungle Theater, 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t e r 
Company,  Theater Latte 
Da, Artistry, the University 
of Minnesota/Guthrie BFA 
Actor Training Program, 
S t .  O l a f  C o l l e g e ,  a n d 
m a n y  o t h e r s .  K e e l y 
was named a 2018 Best 
Vocal Dialogue Coach by 
L aven der  Ma gaz in e  for 
h e r  w o r k  o n  A r t i s t r y ’ s 
Awake and Sing.  This is 
her  seventh production 
working with DalekoArts 
(Stones  in  His  Pockets , 
The Rink, Constellations, 
Peter and the Starcatcher, 
Ada and the Engine, and 
Once).

ROBIN MCINTYRE
S c e n i c  D e s i g n e r /

C a r p e n t e r / P a i n t e r

R o b i n  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h 
a  B FA  a n d  a n  M FA  i n 
T h e a t r e  D e s i g n  a n d 
Stage Technology f rom 
The University  of  North 
Carol ina at  Greensboro. 
S i n c e  1 9 9 1  R o b i n  h a s 
designed for a variety of 
local  theatres including 
L a k e s h o r e  P l a y e r s , 
Mounds View Community 

T h e a t r e ,  P a r k  S q u a r e 
T h e a t r e ,  T h e  H i s t o r y 
T h e a t r e ,  F l y i n g  F o o t 
F o r u m ,  C o l l i d e  D a n c e 
T h e a t r e ,  T h e  P h i p p s 
Center for the Arts,  and 
Ce d a r  S u m m e rs to ck  i n 
I owa .  Fo r  te n  s ea s o n s , 
Robin created hundreds 
o f  s e t s  f o r  b o t h  m a i n 
stage musicals and Black 
Box theatre productions 
a t  B l o o m i n g t o n  C i v i c 
Theatre and Art Center. 
In addition to his work for 
DalekoArts, he is currently 
f reelance designing in the 
Twin Cities and working 
w i t h  T h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f 
Northwestern in St. Paul, 
B e n i l d e  S t .  M a r g a r e t , 
and Lakeville North High 
School theatres.

ELLIE SIMONETT
L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n e r

E l l i e  i s  s o  exc i te d  t h a t 
this is  her f irst  show at 
D a l e k o A r t s .  H e r  m o s t 
r e c e n t  c r e d i t s  i n c l u d e 
b e i n g  t h e  A s s i s t a n t 
L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n e r  o n 
D i a r y  o f  a  W i m p y  K i d 
a n d  B i n a ’ s  S i x  A p p l e s 
( C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e 
C o m p a n y )  a s  w e l l  a s 
A n o n y m o u s  L o v e r s 
(MNOpera).  She recently 
designed Be More Chi l l 
( T h e a te r  A r t s  T r a i n i n g 
a t  C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e 
C o m p a n y )  a n d  2 5 t h 
Annual  Putnam County 

Spell ing Bee (University 
of Minnesota: Twin Cities).

CYNTHIA WADE 
FORSGREN

C o s t u m e  D e s i g n e r

W i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d 
i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a r t ,  a n d 
historical clothing design 
&  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  C i n d y 
h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n i n g  & 
c o s t u m i n g  s h o w s  f o r 
over  25  years  including 
13 years with Bloomington 
Civic Theatre/Artistry as 
des ign er  for  th e  B la ck 
Box Theatre, and assisting 
with productions in the 
Schneider  Theater .  She 
also designed for Mounds 
View Community Theater 
including Joseph and the 
Technicolor  Dreamcoat . 
J o s e p h ’ s  c o a t  w a s  a 
f inal ist  in the Fine Arts 
C o m p e t i t i o n  a t  t h e 
Minnesota State Fair. Cindy 
costumed The Flying Foot 
Forum and was nominated 
f o r  a  S A G E  A w a r d  f o r 
D a n c e  f o r  D e s i g n  f o r 
A l i c e  i n  W o n d e r l a n d 
a t  t h e  O r p h e u m  F l i n t 
Hi l ls  Chi ldren’s  Theatre 
Fe s t i va l .  S h e  h a s  b e e n 
designing for University 
o f  N o r t hwe s te rn ,  Ed e n 
Prairie Players and Chain 
Reaction Theatre. Cindy’s 
excited to be back to work 
with DalekoArts and this 
wonderful production of 
The Thin Place.



KEVIN SPRINGER
S o u n d  D e s i g n e r

Kevin is a theater sound 
d e s i g n e r  a n d  e d u c a to r 
originally f rom Litchf ield, 
M i n n e s o t a .  K e v i n  h a s 
w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e a t e r 
companies including In 
The Hear t  o f  the  Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theatre, 
M i n n e s o t a  O p e ra ,  N ew 
Native Theater, Penumbra 
Theatre, Theatre Latté Da, 
Theater  Mu,  and zAmya 
Theater Project .  In 2016, 
t h r o u g h  S p r i n g b o a r d 
f o r  t h e  A r t s ’  H i n g e 
A r t s  r e s i d e n c y ,  K e v i n 
performed a solo audio 
work  composed of  ora l 
histories, f ield recordings, 
and microphone feedback 
at the site of the former 
state mental hospital  in 
Fergus Falls .  Minnesota.

ELIZABETH STEWART
P r o p s  D e s i g n e r

Betsy is  a  Wayzata ,  MN 
n a t i v e  w h o  r e c e n t l y 
graduated f rom University 
o f  M i n n e s o t a  D u l u t h . 
S h e  ea rn e d  a  B a ch e l o r 
of  Fine Arts  in  Theatre : 
Des ign and Product ion 
t o  p u r s u e  h e r  a c t i v e 
love  of  fabr icat ion  and 
prop design. Her recent 
credits  include Wind in 
t h e  W i l l o w s  ( C o s t u m e 
Design), We Will Rock You 
(Prop and Scenic Design), 
and 9 to 5 (Prop Design) 

all  at Blue Water Theatre 
Company in Wayzata, MN 
where  she cons istent ly 
produces theatre for her 
local  community.  She’d 
l ike to thank her loving 
f a m i l y  a n d  b o y f r i e n d 
w h o  a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t 
h e r  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  a r t s 
and inspire her to create 
beautiful things.

BEN THIETJE
D i r e c t o r

B e n  h a s  b e e n  wo rk i n g 
as a professional theatre 
artist and educator in the 
Twin Cit ies for  the past 
twenty years. He teaches 
and directs theatre at New 
Prague High School,  and 
holds a degree in Theatre 
A r t s  f r o m  M i n n e s o t a 
State University, Mankato. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  to  b e i n g  a 
Daleko founding Artistic 
Director ,  he’s  appeared 
i n  l o t s  a n d  l o t s  o f  t h e 
company’s productions. 
Some favor i tes  inc lude 
L i t t l e  S h o p  o f  H o rro r s , 
Urinetown, Stones in His 
Pockets ,  and Peter  and 
the Starcatcher.

FRIEND up to $99
Anonymous
Lauren Anderson
Tami Anderson
Greg & Jymme Bark
Rachel Barten, in memory of Judy Cay Dohm
Dillon Baxendell
Roselyn & David Biermaier
Annie Cady
Shanan Custer
Jaz Dobrahner
Jacqueline Dorsey
Natalie Dulka
Sandy Eaton
Greg & Julie Eide
Eva
Mark Goodman
Bonnie Guari
Mary Jo Haeg
Kevin & Brigid Hart
Jim & Linnea Hautman
Pamela Heilman
Siri Hellerman
Kathy Heyda
Tammy Hoganson
Amy Holden
Steve Hummel
Cathy & Greg Ilkka
Catherine Isles
Lenore Krava
Jill Kufrin
Betsy Lasch
Jackie Mackenthun
Wendy Mathiowetz
Nalani Mccutcheon
Heather Meyer
Laura Meyer
Dave & Florence Minar
Mike & Merrisue Minar
Delores Mordorski, in honor of Mr. Harvey
Michelle & Todd Murchison
Tammy Murphy
Becky Neisen
Amy & Mike Newton
Barb & Chuck Nickolay
Dan Norman
Dan & Pam O’Brien
Melissa Olson
Katelyn Perleberg
Julianne & Dan Popple
Lori & Dan Rasmussen
Sue Ruprecht
Drew Ryan
Ann Schoenbauer
Terrie Schoenbauer
Sandra & Larry Schoenecker
Janet Schutte
Eddie & Jennifer Shimota
Jim & Ann Marie Simon
Emily Rose Skinner

Kathy Sofie
Michael Stevens, Lisi Pei, Lucas Stevens
Margaret & Jeremy Sundheim
Diana Svobodny
Alex Blesi & Kate Wagner
Heather Tietz
Tom & Marsha Topka
Mike & Gay Uttenhove
Josie Vandewege
Luann Villwock
Diane Westlund
Joe & Mary Widmer
Lisa & Jim Widmer
Chad & Kyle Wieskus
Mark Wiggins
Darlene Witt
Becky & Bruce Wolf
Anita York

ADVOCATE $100 - $249
Anonymous
Anonymous, in memory of Ron Sofie
Susan Anderson
Margaret Arko
Jean Bartusek
Mark & Mary Bartusek
Janis Borchers
George Brezina, in memory of Jane Ann Brezina
Josh Campbell
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Renee Christianson
Den Gardner
Ann Gengel
Andy Giesen
Donna Giesen
Peter Gudlewski
Jill Gunderson-Gernes
Kacey & Jason Hamlin
Cynthia Hrabe
Eric & Lois Hyde
Margaret Kartak & Dan Puls
Patt & Steve Kozicky
Tony Laundrie
Brandon & Gina O’Connell
Kathy O’Neill
Kineta Lyde & Dawn Opland
Jessie Park
Patty Peterson
Margaret Kartak & Dan Puls
Patti Radford
Kendra & Paul Rasmusson
Jeff & Valerie Reiter
Leanne Scheiber
Vera Schoenecker
Alex & Sara Schostag
Donald & Lisa Simon
Nanette Stearns
Ken & Marge Sticha
Rachel Tidemann
Jessica Tietz, in honor of Judy Dohm

T H A N K S  T O  A L L



Beverly Ulvin
Sten Wall & Sarah Friday
Peggy Flanagan & Tom Weber
Bill & Carolyn Wehrmacher
Charles & Gretchen Wessel
Sara Wilcox
Gretchen & Garrett Ykema
Ross Young

PARTNER $250 - $499
Anonymous
Andrew & Audrey
Bill & Mary Kay Bergevin
Elaine & Steve Bruchman
Tom & Diane Chromy
The Deihls
Duane & Amy Jirik
Bruce & Carol Olness
Pol Pot Smoker
Simon & Sarah
Ruth White Sprague, honoring her love of 
theatre
Alecia & Josh Scharback
Jim Scharback & Gail Weiner
The Schuller Family
Joy Seema
Colleen & Dan Sullivan
Robert & Mary Vanasek
Tom and Meg Vanasek
Dennis & Judith White

STAGE MANAGER $500 - $999
Anonymous
Bill Belkengren
Kate & Chuck Croatt
Alyce Ilg
Chris & Tom Karki
Linda Lee, in loving memory of my son Michael 
Lee who appeared often on Daleko’s stage.
Benilee Luce
Steve & Amy Nelson
Ebonie Pittman
Rodney & Darlene Seurer
Amy “Aim-Face” Surber
The Lovers, the Dreamers, and Me
Dr. Mike & Kay Wilcox

DIRECTOR $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
The Hoss Whitney family, in loving memory of 
Nancy Whitney...”Nana”
Deb & Scott Newman
Bob & Barb Paulson
Virgil & Debbie Pint
Jacqueline & Kevin Rhodes
Robb & Lynn Schoenbauer
Toby & Nicole Thietje
Brad & Deb Yopp

PRODUCER $5,000 - $9,999
Kytyn & Brad Schoenbauer family

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
$10,000+

Jim & Linda Lee Foundation, in memory of 
Michael Lee
Daryl & Addamaine Thietje, in loving memory of 
Betty Jean Smith

MARQUEE CLUB monthly recurring 
gift

Anonymous
Audrey & Bob Austin
Andy Austin
Bill & Mary Kay Bergevin
Sean & Anne Byrd
Mark Goodman & Deb Buss
The Deihls
Natalie Dulka
Andy Giesen
Donna Giesen
Peter Gudlewski
Vincent Hannam
Simon & Sarah
Amy & Mike Newton
Kathy O’Neill
Jeff &Valerie Reiter
The Schuller Family
Colleen & Dan Sullivan
Mike Swan
Sten Wall & Sarah Friday
Chad & Kyle Wieskus
Richard & Cathy Wornson
Brad & Deb Yopp

IN-KIND DONORS
Bill Belkengren
David Schulz
Joe Widmer

BUSINESS FRIENDS
First Bank & Trust
Kubes Realty
New Prague Floral
Palmer Welcome Auto
Pool & Spa Patrol
Shimota Project Management, LLC
Suel Printing Company

FRIENDS OF FRIENDS INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORS

New Prague Fire Department

MAIN SEASON INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
Bruzek Funeral Home
New Prague Chamber of Commerce

DALEKOARTS SEASON SPONSOR
Minnwest Bank (Main Season)
Giesenbräu Bier Co. (Cesta Fest)

DALEKOARTS FAMILY SPONSOR
Deb & Scott Newman

O U R  A M A Z I N G  D O N O R S



The Twin Cities Horror Festival is the 

longest-running horror theatre festival 

in the country, featuring spooks, scares, 

screams, and sinister musicals. 

at The Crane Theatre
in Northeast Minneapolis

www.tchorrorfestival.com

October 
20th - 30th




