


“Daleko” — a Czech word meaning “far 
away” — reflects New Prague’s strong bo-
hemian roots, its spatial relationship to the 
cultural hub that is the Twin Cities, and the 
ensemble’s desire to step back and exam-
ine the world f rom a new point of view.

DalekoArts (DELL-uh-koh) works with pro-
fessional theatre artists to pursue impact-
ful, live performance in our community of 
New Prague, Minnesota and the surround-
ing region.

Our purpose is to decentralize professional 
theatre in Minnesota by increasing engage-
ment and opportunity in New Prague and 
the surrounding area. It is our dream that 
New Prague will be a known destination for 
quality performing arts and arts education.

New Prague was chosen as the company’s 
home due to the community’s extraordinary 
interest in theatre, the regional growth and 
development it has experienced in the last 
decade, its relative proximity to the Twin 
Cities, and its close ties to the founders. 

DalekoArts was founded in 2012 by theatre 
artists Ben Thietje and Amanda White as a 
way to help decentralize professional the-
atre in Minnesota. 

DalekoArts is a member of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theatre.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Friends,

This is it. The final production in DalekoArts’ history. 

I’m not sure I have the words to tell you about our 
gratitude, love, and joy in this one-page note. Suffice it to 
say, then, that I hope you feel it, and that you know how 
much this past decade or so has meant to us and to the 
artists who have graced our boards. Thank you for being 
a community beyond our dreams. 

Now, to Bright Star. Speaking of dreams, this cast and 
creative team have made the past few months easy, 
delightful, and jam-packed with discovery. The musical is 
based on a true story, and it’s one that’s hard to believe. It 
has darkness, sorrow, and grief running through it like the 
mountain streams that run through the North Carolina 
towns and forests where our tale is told. It also has joy (I 
hear that comes in the morning), goofiness, and a very 
healthy dose of bluegrass music. You can’t really get 
through a Steve Martin story without some goofiness and 
maybe some bluegrass music, I guess. The pit is live in 
this show, and I can’t wait for you to hear them — they’re 
sitting in the loft just above the stage, and playing under 
the direction of beloved Music Director, Bradley Beahen 
(you might know him as the very newest Chris Smith).

Bradley, Choreographer Kyle Weiler, and I worked closely 
together to design this show in the way it seemed to all 
of us to require…with a fluid, often dreamlike quality, full 
of breath and pulling tensions, sustained by ever-present 
nature. Kyle and I are both drawn to physical theatre, to 
the eloquence of bodies in space, so we’ve worked to 
make everything around the cast as spare as possible 
so movement can speak. The story is both expansive 
and intimate, and we think the North Carolina hills and 
trees have much to do with that. Scenic Designer Robin 
McIntyre, in his way, has used repurposed barn wood to 
craft a nod to those hills, birch trees, and rolling sky on 

our little stage. Bluegrass music has a rich and nuanced 
history full of both sorrow and celebration, a deeply 
American form with deep roots in other worlds and 
cultures: the perfect score for such a story as this.

If we have to move through a final production for 
DalekoArts, we’re good with it being this one. I want you 
to know that every artist involved is a DA artist, and we 
will never forget their stewarding Daleko through its final 
moments. Thank you for being here in these moments,  
too. The first song you’ll hear today, right out of the gate, 
is “If You Knew My Story” — Ben and I hope you will carry 
these stories with you, and that you will always support 
local theatres and artists in telling their stories, too. That 
was our dream from the beginning, and we think you’re 
just the people to make it happen.

With such gratitude and love,
Amanda, Ben,  and the Bright Star team

ps. There’s an important name you didn’t see in the 
playbill: our dear friend Kate Beahen, who was an original 
member of the cast. Kate had to leave the show for health 
reasons, and we have carried her spirit with us throughout 
the process. We love you, Kate. Heal fast and come back 
to work with all of us soon…



D A ’ s  f i n a l  s h o w .  Y o u 
m a y  h a v e  s e e n  h e r  i n 
Endometriosis the Musical 
as Jane at the Minnesota 
f r i n g e  f e s t i v a l  /  m o s t 
recently  in  a  ful l  length 
read through of the show 
at Theatre in the Round, 
T h e  L i t t l e  M e r m a i d  a t 
Lakeshore Players (Ariel) , 
Title of Show at Lyric Arts 
(performed/us Heidi),  The 
Wo l v e s  a t  N o r m a n d a l e 
Community College (#11) , 
and 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee at Off 
Broadway Musical Theater 
( M a rcy  Pa rk ) .  S h e  c a n ’ t 
wait for you to enjoy the 
journey of this show and 
the magic that this cast 
b r i n g s !  D a l e ko A r t s  h a s 
been an escape and I hope 
it  is for you too.

GRANT HOOYER
D a r y l  A m e s / E n s e m b l e

Grant is making his second 
appearance on the Daleko 
s t a g e  a f t e r  l a s t  y e a r ’ s 
fa n t a s t i c  p ro d u c t i o n  o f 
Once .  He i s  ce lebrat ing 
1 0  y e a r s  i n  t h e  T w i n 
Cities since moving f rom 
h i s  h o m e tow n  o f  S i o u x 
Falls ,  SD, and couldn’t be 
happier to celebrate this 
milestone with DalekoArts 
an d New Pra gue .  Grant 
has performed with Lyric 
A r t s ,  S e a s o n s  D i n n e r 
T h ea t r e ,  O p e n  Wi n d ow 
Theatre, Theatre Pro Rata, 
Theatre in the Round, and 
Artistry, among other MN 
and SD companies.

AMANDA MAI
L u c y  G r a n t / E n s e m b l e

A m a n d a  i s  d e l i g h t e d 
to  b e  r e t u r n i n g  to  t h e 
D a l e k o A r t s  s t a g e  f o r 
s u c h  a  b e a u t i f u l  s h o w 
with these truly amazing 
artists! You may remember 
her as Holly Winterbottom 
f rom Hol iday  Show!  the 
Holiday Show. Other past 
c r e d i t s  i n c l u d e  O n c e 
Upon a Mattress,  Escape 
t o  M a r g a r i t a v i l l e ,  T h e 
E m p e ro r ’s  N ew  C l o t h e s 
(Old Log Theatre), Legally 
B l o n d e  t h e  M u s i c a l , 
G u y s  a n d  D o l l s  ( L y r i c 
Arts) ,  Love Comics,  High 
F i d e l i t y  ( M i n n e a p o l i s 
M u s i c a l  T h e a t r e ) ,  T h e 
L i t t l e  M e r m a i d ,  P r o o f , 
Footloose, Seussical ,  and 
Xanadu (Highland Summer 
Theatre). She would like to 
thank her husband Doni 
a n d  t h e i r  d o g  Ce ce  fo r 
being the most loving and 
s u p p o r t i ve  l i t t l e  fa m i l y 
a nyo n e  co u l d  h o p e  fo r . 
I f  you’d l ike to see what 
Amanda is up to,  you can 
follow her @amandamai95 
on Instagram. Enjoy the 
show!

JENNIFER ECKES
M a m a  M u r p h y /

E n s e m b l e

J e n n i f e r  ( s h e / h e r )  i s 
h a p p i l y  m a k i n g  h e r 
DalekoArts debut,  and is 
so  gratefu l  to  d i rec tors 
Amanda White & Bradley 
Beahen and this wonderful 

RUTHIE BAKER
A l i c e  M u r p h y

Ruthie is  t ickled pink to 
be playing her dream role 
a t  D a l e koA r t s .  G u t h r i e : 
The  Music  Man,  Pr ide  & 
Prejudice (2002); Ordway: 
D o l l y  P a r t o n ’ s  S m o k y 
Mountain Christmas Carol; 
Yellow Tree Theatre: Violet; 
History Theatre: Christmas 
of Swing, Sisters of Swing, 
Glensheen; Tent Theatre: 
9  to  5  th e  mus ica l .  Sh e 
o r i g i n a t e d  t h e  r o l e  o f 
the Docent/Copy Gir l  in 
G l e n s h e e n  a n d  c a n  b e 
heard on the Original Cast 
Album. When not onstage 
she can be found helping 
p e o p l e  b u y  a n d  s e l l 
houses! Favorite roles are 
Wifey to James & Mama to 
her three darling children: 
Lu ke  ( 6 ) ,  A d a m  (4 )  a n d 
Grace (1)  and new puppy, 
F r o s t i n g .  H u g e  t h a n k s 
to my mom & dad for al l 
the love & support .  www.
ruthiehouseandhome.com 
@ruthieshouseandhome

JAKE S. NELSON
B i l l y  C a n e / E n s e m b l e

Jake is elated to be making 
his DalekoArts debut and 
feels immensely honored 
to be a part of their f inal 
s h o w .  H e  g r a d u a t e d 
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Minnesota Duluth with a 
BFA in  Musica l  Theatre . 
Recently, he has performed 
a t  t h e  O l d  Lo g  T h ea t re 
i n  t h e i r  p ro d u c t i o n s  o f 
Once Upon a Mattress and 

Escape to Margaritavil le. 
A  f e w  o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e 
previous credits  include 
Peter (Bare: A Pop Opera), 
D o o d y  ( G r e a s e ) ,  a n d 
Jack (Into the Woods) in 
Duluth. Jake is incredibly 
g r a te f u l  to  b e  wo r k i n g 
w i t h  t h i s  p h e n o m e n a l 
group of artists. He would 
l ike to thank his f riends, 
family, and everyone who 
has come to support this 
beautiful show! Instagram: 
@ j a ke n e l s o n 9 9  /  w w w.
jakeSnelson.com

RYAN LEE
D a d d y  C a n e / E n s e m b l e

R y a n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y 
o v e r j o y e d  t o  b e  b a c k 
w i t h  D a l e koA r t s  fo r  h i s 
s i x t h  s h o w !  P r e v i o u s 
p r o d u c t i o n s  w i t h  D A 
include Holiday Show! the 
holiday show, Peter & the 
Starcatcher, Godspell, She 
Loves Me,  and The Rink. 
A l o n g s i d e  p e r f o r m i n g 
aroun d th e  Twin  C i t ies , 
Ryan works as a Realtor, 
teaming up with folks al l 
over the Metro with their 
home buying and sell ing 
a d ve n t u re s .  T h a n ks  f o r 
being here and enjoy this 
beautiful show!

ABBY HOLMSTROM
M a r g o  C r a w f o r d /

E n s e m b l e

A b b y  i s  b a c k  o n  t h e 
D a l e koA r t s  s t a g e ! ! !  S h e 
wa s  l a s t  s e e n  i n  W h i te 
Christmas as Judy Haynes 
and is  honored to  be in 



is  active as an actor and 
musician, and occasionally 
composes for  stage and 
f i lm. Many thanks to the 
dedicated folks of Daleko 
for al l  they have done to 
give l i fe to their  dreams 
o f  c rea t i n g  m e m o r a b l e 
theatre.

DANIEL GRECO
J i m m y  R a y  D o b b s /

E n s e m b l e

Not known as one to arrive 
at a party a moment too 
ear ly,  Danie l  i s  re l ieved 
and grateful to have made 
it  onto Daleko’s stage for 
this heartbreaking™ and 
beaut i fu l  ce lebrat ion of 
story, music, and love with 
t h e  d rea m i e s t  c a s t  a n d 
team imaginable.  Daniel 
has been lucky enough to 
p l ay  m a ke - b e l i eve  w i t h 
some wonderful Minnesota 
c o m p a n i e s  i n c l u d i n g 
N a u t i l u s ,  Ye l l o w  T r e e , 
MN Opera,  MMT, Theater 
El is ion,  Bucket  Brigade, 
and Latte Da (Five Points, 
All  Is Calm).  He performs 
extensively as a baritone 
s o l o i s t  a n d  i s  c u rre n t l y 
working on recording his 
f i r s t  a l b u m  o f  o r i g i n a l 
songs, most of which l ive 
in  the  messy  crosshai rs 
o f  q u e e r  i d e n t i t y  a n d 
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  W h e n 
h e ’s  n o t  p e r f o r m i n g  o r 
nuzzling his fuzzy better 
half,  Daniel can be found 
teaching other performers 
to sing out of their faces 

m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l y  a n d 
e f f e c t i v e l y  a t  h i s  M p l s 
studio.  Daniel  is  also on 
fa c u l ty  a t  U n i ve r s i ty  o f 
St .  Thomas and Lutheran 
S u m m e r  M u s i c .  O n  a 
p e r s o n a l  n o t e :  I  c a n ’ t 
thank Amanda and Bradley 
enough for seeing me as 
Jimmy Ray. I’ve never even 
been considered for a role 
l ike this  before ,  and i t ’s 
a l ready changing how I 
see myself. I’m so grateful. 
danielgrecomusic .com

NORA SONNEBORN
E d n a / E n s e m b l e

Nora is  so thri l led to be 
stepping on the stage at 
Th e  Pra gue for  th e  last 
t ime. You may have seen 
her at DalekoArts in Once 
o r  H o l i d a y  S h o w !  t h e 
holiday show, or elsewhere 
around town, l ike in the 
h i t  M i n n e s o t a  F r i n g e 
show Endometriosis:  The 
M u s i c a l !  S h e ’ d  l i k e  t o 
thank ever y  member  of 
the Bright Star team for 
coming together to make 
some magic, and each and 
every member of the DA 
community  for  s t ick in g 
around until the very end. 
Shine on!

DILLON BAXENDELL
S t a n f o r d / M a x /

E n s e m b l e

D i l l o n  s h i n e s  w i t h 
excitement as he returns 
to  DalekoAr ts !  Prev ious 
DA credits include: White 
C h r i s t m a s  ( M i ke  N u l t y/

cast ,  crew & band! Some 
p r e - p a n d e m i c  t h e a t e r 
credits include:  Art istry : 
F o o t l o o s e ,  M u s i c  M a n , 
S e c r e t  G a r d e n ,  S u n d a y 
in the Park with George; 
O r d w a y :  P i r a t e s  o f 
P e n z a n c e ,  A  C h r i s t m a s 
Story, Sound of Music, Into 
the Woods; Skylark Opera 
T h e a t r e :  O n  t h e  To w n , 
Tragedy of Carmen, Desert 
S o n g ;  T r o u p e  A m e r i c a /
P l y m o u t h  P l a y h o u s e : 
Chr is tmas  My Way,  Pop 
U p  M u s i c a l ,  M i r a c l e  o n 
34th Street (2 nat’l tours); 
Minnesota Opera: over 30 
p r o d u c t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g 
world premieres of Edward 
Tulane, The Shining, and 
Th e  Grapes  o f  Wrath .  A 
versat i le  vocal ist ,  Eckes 
h a s  a l s o  f o u n d  m a n y 
opportunit ies singing in 
jazz/pop concerts, musical 
r e v u e s  a n d  c a b a r e t 
s h o w s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
Twin  C i t ies  and greater 
Minnesota.  (You can f ind 
out more by following her 
on Instagram/Facebook!) 
She l ives in St .  Paul with 
h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  t h e i r 
son,  and sends her  love 
and gratitude to them for 
their support .

LUKE AARON 
DAVIDSON

D a d d y  M u r p h y /
E n s e m b l e

L u k e  h a s  t h e  u n i q u e 
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  h a v i n g 
his  f i rst  show ever  with 
D a l e ko A r t s  a l s o  b e  h i s 

last .  He feels honored to 
b e  pa r t  o f  DA’s  c l o s i n g 
chapter.  Some of  Luke’s 
p rev i o u s  a c t i n g  c re d i t s 
inc lude Bob Cratchi t  in 
Christmas Carol :  A Ghost 
S t o r y  w i t h  W a y w a r d 
T h e a t r e  C o m p a n y , 
Canadian Ranger Monty 
in Hair  Bal l !  The Bigfoot 
Musica l  Adventure  with 
Open Eye Theatre,  Guff in 
t h e  g r u m p y  d w a r f  i n 
Snow White & Rose Red 
w i t h  S i d e k i c k  T h e a t r e , 
Inspector Carter/Chris in 
The Play That Goes Wrong 
with Old Log Theatre, and 
many others.  In addition 
to theatre,  Luke also has 
w o r k e d  i n  f i l m  a n d  i s 
current ly  a  regular  cast 
member in the children’s 
web series,  Comics Café, 
with Eagle Brook Church. 
L u k e  h o l d s  a  B F A  i n 
M u s i c a l  T h e a t r e  f r o m 
Ithaca College in Ithaca, 
NY. Learn more about Luke 
and his work on his website 
( l u k e a a r o n d a v i d s o n .
c o m )  a n d  f o l l o w  h i m 
o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  ( I G :  @
lukeaarondavidson) Thank 
you for  coming out  and 
supporting l ive theatre!

WARREN R. 
SAMPSON

M a y o r  J o s i a h  D o b b s /
E n s e m b l e

Wa r r e n  i s  h a p p y  to  b e 
b a c k  o n  s t a g e  i n  N e w 
Pra g u e  a f te r  a p p ea r i n g 
a s  G e n e r a l  Wa v e r l y  i n 
White Christmas. Warren 



L a k e v i l l e  N o r t h  H i g h 
School theatres,  and has 
been thrilled to work with 
DalekoArts in New Prague 
for the last 4 years.

MARK WEBB
L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n e r

Mark is a theatre producer 
a n d  f r e e l a n c e  l i g h t i n g 
designer working in the 
T w i n  C i t i e s .  S o m e  o f 
h is  work  has  been seen 
around town at Theatre in 
the Round, Starting Gate 
P r o d u c t i o n s ,  S t .  C r o i x 
Fe s t i va l  T h ea t r e ,  B l a c k 
Sun Productions,  Way To 
G o  T u r b o  P r o d u c t i o n s , 
and Workhouse Theatre 
Company,  where he has 
d e s i g n e d  e v e r y  s h o w , 
including the Ivey Award 
w i n n i n g  ‘ N i g h t  M o t h e r . 
M a r k  s te p p e d  o n to  t h e 
stage in 1974 and has worn 
every theatrical hat since. 
H e  h a s  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l 
b a c kg ro u n d  i n  F i n a n ce 
and I.T., and is now retired 
f rom the workforce (more 
time for theatre!) .

CYNTHIA WADE 
FORSGREN

C o s t u m e  D e s i g n e r

W i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d 
i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a r t ,  a n d 
historical clothing design 
&  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  C i n d y 
h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n i n g  & 
c o s t u m i n g  s h o w s  f o r 
over  25  years  in c ludin g 
1 5 +  y e a r s  w i t h  A r t i s t r y 
( B l o o m i n g t o n  C i v i c 

Theatre)  as  designer for 
the Black Box Theatre, and 
assisting with productions 
in the Schneider Theater. 
H e r  J o s e p h ’ s  c o a t  f o r 
Joseph and the Technicolor 
Dream Coat  for  Mounds 
View Community Theater 
was a f inalist in the Fine 
Arts  Competit ion at  the 
M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e  F a i r . 
C i n d y  w a s  n o m i n a t e d 
f o r  a  S A G E  A w a r d  f o r 
D a n c e  f o r  D e s i g n  f o r 
Alice in Wonderland with 
F l y i n g  F o o t  F o r u m  f o r 
the Orpheum Fl int  Hi l ls 
Children’s Theatre Festival. 
S h e  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g 
design work for University 
o f  N o r t h w e s t e r n ,  E d e n 
P r a i r i e  P l a y e r s ,  a n d  i s 
ver y  happy to  return  to 
DalekoArts for Bright Star.

CHRISTY C. JOHNSON
S o u n d / P r o j e c t i o n s 

D e s i g n e r

C h r i s t y  i s  a  f r e e l a n c e 
Sound Designer,  S inger, 
a n d  A c t r e s s  l i v i n g  i n 
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N .   S h e 
is  a lso  a  board member 
o f  M i n n ea p o l i s  M u s i c a l 
Theatre .  Representat ive 
T h e a t r e  ( a s  S o u n d 
Designer) :  Theatre in the 
Round: The Prime of Miss 
Jean Brodie,  The Drawer 
Boy; Park Square: Dot, The 
Ag i t a to rs ;  20 %  T h ea t re : 
Waaf r ika 123 ;  Lyric  Arts : 
M o u s e t r a p  ( a s  A c t o r ) 
Guthrie Theater: Burial at 
Thebes; Eat Street Players: 
The Music Man; Lakeshore 

Ensemble) ,  Once (Stage 
M a n a g e r ) ,  A d a  a n d  t h e 
E n g i n e  ( L o rd  L ove l a c e ) 
and The Complete Works 
o f  Wi l l iam Shakespeare 
Abridged (Stage Manager). 
As a stage manager, Dillon 
has worked at Theatre at 
Normandale (By the Way, 
M e e t  Ve r a  S t a r k  ;  M e n 
On Boats  ;  The Wolves  ; 
Picnic) ,  Art istry  (Legal ly 
B l o n d e ) ,  a n d  Ly r i c  A r t s 
(Legal ly  B londe ;  God of 
Carnage;  Junie B.  Jones 
Is  Not  A  Crook) .  Recent 
p e r f o r m a n c e  c r e d i t s 
o u t s i d e  o f  D A  i n c l u d e 
Seussical, Jr. (Mr. Mayor) at 
Lakeshore Players; Bright 
Star  (Max)  at  Lyr ic  Ar ts , 
and [title of show] (Hunter) 
at Theatre at Normandale. 
Di l lon extends hear tfe l t 
t h a n k s  t o  A m a n d a 
a n d  B e n  f o r  c rea t i n g  a 
beauti ful ,  inclusive,  and 
enriching experience for 
him and other art ists  at 
DA throughout the years. 
He feels truly honored to 
have been part of this gem 
in rural Minnesota, a truly 
special  experience.

JENNA HYDE
S t a g e  M a n a g e r

J e n n a  i s  t h r i l l e d  to  b e 
wo rk i n g  o n  B r i g h t  S t a r 
with this incredible team! 
She has stage managed a 
variety of musicals  in the 
last decade, including Les 
Miserables (Sioux Empire 
Community Theatre),  She 
L o v e s  M e  ( B l a c k  H i l l s 

Playhouse and Lyric Arts), 
South Pacif ic (Augustana 
College),  and Something 
Rotten (Lyric Arts).  Jenna 
also stage managed two 
school tours; A Midsummer 
Night ’s  Dream in  South 
Dakota high schools,  and 
Walk In Our Shoes, a show 
discussing mental health 
for students throughout 
California.

ROBIN MCINTYRE
S c e n i c  D e s i g n e r /

C a r p e n t e r / P a i n t e r

R o b i n  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h 
a  B F A  a n d  a n  M F A  i n 
T h e a t r e  D e s i g n  a n d 
S t a g e  Te ch n o l o g y  f ro m 
The Univers i ty  o f  Nor th 
Caro l ina  at  Greensboro. 
S i n c e  1 9 9 1  R o b i n  h a s 
designed for a variety of 
local  theatres  including 
Lakeshore Players, Mounds 
View Community Theatre, 
Park Square Theatre,  The 
H i s to r y  T h ea t re ,  F l y i n g 
Foot Forum, Collide Dance 
Theatre, The Phipps Center 
fo r  t h e  A r t s ,  a n d  Ce d a r 
Summerstock in  Osage , 
I o w a .  F o r  1 0  s e a s o n s 
Robin created hundreds 
o f  s e t s  f o r  b o t h  m a i n 
stage musicals and Black 
Box theatre productions 
a t  B l o o m i n g t o n  C i v i c 
Theatre  and Ar t  Center . 
He is currently f reelance 
d e s i g n i n g  i n  t h e  Tw i n 
C i t i e s  a n d  w o r k i n g 
w i t h  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Northwestern in St .  Paul, 
Benilde St .  Margaret and 



a n d  s u p p o r t .   w w w .
bradleybeahen.com

BETSY KEENAN
F i d d l e

B e t sy  i s  h o n o re d  to  b e 
back at DalekoArts after 
having an unforgettable 
ex p e r i e n c e  l a s t  s ea s o n 
playing in the pit orchestra 
f o r  “ O n c e ” .  O u t s i d e  o f 
music l i fe ,  Betsy spends 
m ost  o f  h er  t ime be ing 
a  d e v o te d  m o m  to  h e r 
b u s y  s o n  L o c h l a n  a n d 
w o r k i n g  i n  h e a l t h c a r e 
data sciences.  She would 
l ike  to  exten d h ear t fe l t 
thank yous to Bobby,  to 
her dearest f riend Bradley, 
and to DalekoArts for the 
incredible opportunity to 
make beautiful music and 
memories  she’ l l  cherish 
for a l i fetime.

BENJAMIN GIESEKE
G u i t a r / M a n d o l i n

M a n d o l i n i s t ,  g u i t a r i s t , 
and composer,  Benjamin 
i s  thr i l led  to  be  jo in ing 
the pit orchestra for this 
p ro d u c t i o n !  B e n j a m i n ’s 
past experiences include 
playing with the Minnesota 
Mandol in Orchestra and 
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  o t h e r 
productions of Bright Star. 
B e n j a m i n  h a s  r e l e a s e d 
three  a lbums under  h is 
own name and has recently 
joined the bluegrass band 
Timbre Junction. By day, 
he works as a natural ist 
with Camp Fire  MN and 
e n j o y s  b i r d w a t c h i n g , 

w o o d w o r k i n g ,  a n d 
exploring the outdoors.

MATT NIELSEN
D r u m s

Matt is thrilled to be joining 
s o  m a ny  o l d  f r i e n d s  to 
tell  this amazing story!  A 
percussionist for 30 years, 
Matt found his true calling 
as a pit dwell ing theatre 
a r t i s t  i n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l 
an d n ever  looked ba ck . 
F a v o r i t e  p e r f o r m a n c e s 
include The SpongeBob 
Musical at Eagan Summer 
T h e a t r e  ( C o n d u c t o r /
Keyboard/Kazoo), Joseph…
D r e a m c o a t  a t  A r t i s t r y 
(Percussion), and Chicago 
a t  C r e t i n - D e r h a m  H a l l 
( D r u m s ) .  M a t t  i s  m o s t 
o f t e n  f o u n d  t e a c h i n g 
percuss ion for  Lakevi l le 
School  Dist r ic t ,  leading 
the Lakevi l le  Nor th Pep 
B a n d ,  o r  a s  a  r e g u l a r 
drummer for the Musical 
Mondays cabaret  series . 
Matt  is  grateful  to his  4 
kids and Melissa,  his own 
Bright Star, for letting him 
cont inue to  do what  he 
loves!

NICHOLAS WHITE
B a n j o s

O ri g i n a l l y  f ro m  Ta m p a , 
F l o r i d a ,  N i c k  i s  a 
m u l t i - i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t , 
c o m p o s e r ,  a n d  m u s i c 
theorist .  He plays  Horn, 
G u i t a r ,  B a n j o ,  a n d 
Mandol in ,  and has been 
a  regular  in  Twin  C i t ies 
t h e a t r e ,  p e r f o r m i n g  a t 

P l a y e r s :  B i g  R i v e r ,  T h e 
Mystery of Edwin Drood, 
Mary Poppins;  Minnesota 
Opera: Flight; Minneapolis 
M u s i c a l  T h ea t re :  H a n d s 
o n  a  H a rd b o d y ;  H i s to r y 
T h e a t r e :  N o t  F o r  S a l e ; 
Theatre Pro Rata: 46 First 
Ladies ;  Nimbus Theatre : 
Count  Up To Chr istmas ; 
M o r r i s  P a r k  P l a y e r s : 
R a g t i m e .  T r a i n i n g /
Educat ion :  B . A .  Theatre 
Arts, Southwest Minnesota 
State ,  Univers ity ;  M.B. A . 
University of St Thomas

TRICIA HOFELD
P r o p s  D e s i g n e r

Tricia has made a career in 
theatre with the majority 
b e i n g  w i t h  T r o u p e 
A m e r i c a  a n d  C h u r c h 
Basement Ladies. She was 
the Production Manager 
f o r  b o t h  T r o u p e  a n d 
StageWest Entertainment 
( T h e  M e d o r a  M u s i c a l ) 
and their national tours. 
Recently she worked for 
T h e a t e r  L a t t é  D a  a n d 
has worked with various 
o t h e r  t h e a t e r s  a r o u n d 
t h e  c i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g 
M i x e d  B l o o d ,  F l o w e r 
S h o p  P r o j e c t ,  a n d  h e r 
favorite,  The Mechanical 
D i v i s i o n  ( Ca n n i ba l !  T h e 
Musical!). Tricia graduated 
f r o m  M i n n e s o t a  S t a t e 
University, Mankato with a 
BS in Theater Production. 
She would l ike to thank 
DalekoArts for their work 
a n d  t h e  a r t  t h e y  w e r e 
a b l e  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  t h e 

community and the Twin 
C i t i e s  a r e a .  T h a n k  y o u 
to  Ben and Amanda for 
their trust and leadership. 
I  hope the  future  holds 
great things for everyone 
involved.

BRADLEY A. BEAHEN
M u s i c  D i r e c t o r / P i a n o

Bradley is  thri l led to be 
b a ck  a t  D a l e ko ,  h av i n g 
last  been seen on stage 
i n  C h r i s  S m i t h ’s  W h i te 
Chrismith, as well as music 
director for last season’s 
production of Once. As a 
music director/conductor, 
he’s worked at Lyric Arts: 
P l a i d  T i d i n g s ,  W i n t e r 
Wo n d e r e t t e s ,  [ t i t l e  o f 
show]; Chanhassen Dinner 
T h e a t r e :  M a m m a  M i a ; 
Normandale Community 
College: [title of show]; Old 
Log Theatre: Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder; 
L a t te  D a :  P a n s y  C r a z e , 
a n d  L a ke s h o re  P l aye r s : 
Company. As a performer, 
h e ’ s  b e e n  s e e n  O f f -
Broadway,  local ly  at  the 
Ordway, Chanhassen, and 
t h e  H i s to r y  T h ea t re ,  a s 
wel l  as  a  lovely  handful 
o f  r e g i o n a l  t h e a t e r s 
throughout the country. 
Bradley resides in a plant-
f i l l e d  oa s i s  ( 2  b e d ro o m 
apt) in Minneapolis ,  with 
h i s  o v e r t l y  s u p p o r t i v e 
and talented visual artist 
boyf riend Mark. He’d  love 
to thank Mark, as well  as 
his f riends and family for 
their  unending courage 



world opera The Life and 
Death(s )  o f  A lan  Tur ing 
w i t h  C h i c a g o  O p e r a 
T h ea t re .  C h o re o g ra p hy : 
Theatre Latte Da, Artistry, 
NYC Jazz  Choreography 
Inc, Collide Dance Theatre, 
T h e  G r e a t  T h e a t r e , 
Juil l iard’s Choreographic 
H o n o rs ,  T h ea t re  As p e n , 
C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e  C o . 
Ky l e  h o l d s  a  B FA  f r o m 
T h e  J u i l l i a rd  S ch o o l .  @
Kyle__Weil

AMANDA WHITE
D i r e c t o r

A m a n d a  ( s h e / h e r )  i s 
h o n o r e d  t o  h e l m  t h i s 
f inal show in DalekoArts’ 
history ;  what a true gift 
this past decade has been. 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  a 
founding Artistic Director, 
A m a n d a  h a s  b e e n 
privi leged in DA’s history 
to direct White Christmas, 
Once,  Ada & the Engine, 
Peter & the Starcatcher, 
Godspell, Our Town, Little 
Shop of Horrors, Barefoot 
in the Park,  and The Odd 
C o u p l e .  S h e  h a s  a l s o 
joined the companies of 
Holiday Show: The Holiday 
S h o w,  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t 
H o l i d a y  s e r i e s ,  G h o s t 
To u r ,  M i d d l e t o w n ,  T h e 
Rink, The Complete Works 
o f  Wi l l iam Shakespeare 
(Abridged), Adventures in 
Mating, Love Letters,  The 
Philadelphia Story, Rancho 
Mirage, and Proof. Amanda 
recent ly  completed h er 
s i x t h  y e a r  a s  a  p r o u d 

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  T h ea t re 
D e p a r t m e n t  Fa c u l t y  a t 
Normandale Community 
Col lege.  In recent years , 
s h e  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  t h e 
Major Gifts and Strategy 
teams at  Lincoln Center 
for  the Performing Arts , 
a s  A s s o c i a t e  A r t i s t i c 
Director  for  the Wil l iam 
I n g e  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e 
A r t s ,  a n d  a s  M a n a g i n g 
Director  at  Mixed Blood 
T h e a t r e .  A m a n d a  i s  a 
g r a d u a t e  o f  C o l u m b i a 
University ’s MA Program 
i n  A r t s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
M S U  M a n k a to ’s  M FA  i n 
T h e a t r e  P e r f o r m a n c e , 
Truman State University’s 
Theatre Arts program, and 
the School at Steppenwolf 
T h e a t r e  C o m p a n y  i n 
Chicago. This f inal moment 
is for Judith,  Dennis,  and 
Alecia,  to whom Amanda 
owes everything, and who 
have been there f rom the 
very start .

venues such as the Guthrie, 
C h a n h a s s e n  D i n n e r 
Theatre, Old Log Theatre, 
Artistry, Lyric Arts, Yellow 
Tree,  and others.  He has 
been heard  on nat ional 
tours including the First 
N a t i o n a l  T o u r  o f  T h e 
Mar ve lous  Won derettes 
with Springer Theatricals. 
Nick is also an orchestral 
an d chamber  mus ic ian , 
and is a founding member 
o f  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  H o r n 
Quartet .  As a composer, 
h i s  m u s i c  h a s  b e e n 
performed at a variety of 
venues across the globe 
including Carnegie Hall in 
New York City, The Edvard 
Munch Museum in Oslo, 
a n d  t h e  S t .  Pe te r s b u rg 
C o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  M u s i c 
i n  R u s s i a .  H i s  w o r k  i s 
published through Murphy 
Music Press,  KolyaMusic , 
a n d  L y o n  &  H e a l y .  H e 
s t u d i e d  c o m p o s i t i o n 
a t  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d 
C o n s e r v a t o r y  a n d  S t . 
Petersburg Conservatory, 
and holds Masters degrees 
in Horn Performance (MM) 
a n d  M u s i c  T h e o r y  ( M A ) 
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Minnesota. He is currently 
pursuing his PhD in Music 
T h e o r y  a l s o  a t  U M N . 
O u t s i d e  o f  m u s i c ,  N i c k 
is  an obsessive basebal l 
fan, and a supporter of the 
Tampa Bay Rays.  He l ives 
in  Minneapol i s  wi th  h is 
wife, Serena, his daughter, 
Cecilia, and his cat, Vicky. 
More at :  n icholasjwhite .
com

ANDY DELUCA
B a s s

A n d y  i s  t h r i l l e d  t o  b e 
m a k i n g  h i s  D a l e ko A r t s 
debut in the pit of Bright 
S t a r !  A n d y  h a s  w o r ke d 
w i t h  l o c a l  t h e a t e r s 
i n c l u d i n g  O l d  Lo g ,  O f f -
B r o a d w a y  C o m m u n i t y 
T h e a t r e ,  4  C o m m u n i t y 
Theatre ,  and Ar t istr y  as 
both an instrumental ist 
and conductor. When he’s 
not  playing the clar inet 
or bass,  you can f ind him 
d i rec t in g  th e  ban d an d 
o r c h e s t r a  p r o g r a m s  a t 
Mont icel lo  High School . 
A n d y  i s  t h a n k f u l  f o r 
h i s  f r i e n d s ,  fa m i l y,  a n d 
e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  f i a n c é 
Maureen for their support 
of his music and artistic 
projects!

KYLE WEILER
c h o r e o g r a p h e r

K y l e  i s  d e l i g h t e d  a n d 
g r a te f u l  to  b e  wo r k i n g 
with DalekoAr ts  on this 
gem of a show! Kyle is a 
choreographer,  director, 
p e r f o r m e r  a n d  h a s 
recent ly  moved back to 
t h e  Tw i n  C i t i e s .  S e l e c t 
p e r f o r m a n c e  c r e d i t s : 
Hamilton on Broadway and 
across the U.S . (Universal 
s w i n g /d a n c e  c a p t a i n , ) 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o u r  o f 
West  Side Story (Diesel , 
R i f f  u /s ,  D a n c e  C a p , ) 
Damn Yankees (Ordway.) 
D i r e c t i n g :  C o m p a n y 
( A s h l a n d  Pr o d u c t i o n s , ) 
assistant director for the 



T H A N K S  T O  A L L
FRIEND up to $99

Anonymous
Angonymous
Peg Anzelc
Greg & Jymme Bark
Dillon Baxendell
Alex Blesi and Kate Wagner
Annie Cady
DeAnn Croatt
Shanan Custer
Jaz Dobrahner
Jacqueline Dorsey
Natalie Dulka
Doug & Lori Faust
Mike Fotis
Bonnie Guari
Mary Hanson-Busch
Kevin & Brigid Hart
Amy Holden
Cathy and Greg Ilkka
Julie Jackson
Hannah Joyce
Lenore Krava
Jill Kufrin
Nalani Mccutcheon
Heather Meyer
Michael Meyer
Dave & Florence Minar
Mike & Merrisue Minar
Tammy Murphy
Julie Ann Nevill
Dan Norman
Marlene Nytes
Dan & Pam O’Brien
Kari O’Connor
Katelyn Perleberg
Larry & Carol Pint
Lori & Dan Rasmussen
Sue Ruprecht
Debra Savage
Ann Schoenbauer
Sandra & Larry Schoenecker
Janet Schutte
Diana Svobodny
Rachel Tidemann
Heather Tietz
Wesley Volkenant
Dennis & Judith White
Mark Wiggins
Sara Wilcox
Darlene Witt

ADVOCATE $100 - $249
Anonymous

Susan Anderson
Audrey & Bob Austin
Jean Bartusek
Mark & Mary Bartusek
Jim & Jean Becker
Janis Borchers
George Brezina, in memory of Jane 
Ann Brezina
Josh Campbell
Paulette Cervenka
Ann Gengel
Andy Giesen
Werner & Kathy Giesen
Joan Goggins
Peter Gudlewski
Jill Gunderson-Gernes & Steve Gernes
Mary Jo Haeg
Jason & Kacey Hamlin
Tim Holmstrom
Cynthia & Joe Hrabe
Dr. & Mrs. Mary Jo & Paul Hustoles
Marlys Johnson
Margaret Kartak & Dan Puls
Larry & Lauri Kraft
Jen Krava
Joan Michel
Brandon & Gina O’Connell
Kathy O’Neill
Patricia & William O’Neill-Scheidt
Joel & Elisa Olson
Patti Radford
Paul & Kendra Rasmusson
Jeff & Valerie Reiter
Mike Swan
Rita Sapp
Leanne Scheiber
Vera Schoenecker
Alex & Sara Schostag
Donald & Lisa Simon
Nanette Stearns
Ken & Marge Sticha
Kevin Stocker
Beth Tidemann-Miller
LuAnn Villwock
Sten Wall & Sarah Friday
Paul Webb
Bill & Carolyn Wehrmacher
Chad & Kyle Wieskus
Richard & Cathy Wornson
Gretchen & Garrett Ykema

PARTNER $250 - $499
Anonymous
Elaine & Steve Bruchman

O U R  A M A Z I N G  D O N O R S
Tom & Diane Chromy
The Deihls
Tim Doyle
Lizzie & Bobby Gardner
Donna Giesen
Duane & Amy Jirik
Andrew & Audrey
Wendy & Bruce Mathiowetz
Steve & Amy Nelson
Amy & Mike Newton
Bruce & Carol Olness
Ruth White Sprague, honoring her 
love of theatre
Jim Scharback & Gail Weiner
The Schuller Family
Colleen & Dan Sullivan
Robert & Mary Vanasek
Tom & Meg Vanasek
Jerry & Mary Walerius

STAGE MANAGER $500 - $999
Anonymous
Carolyn Beahen
Chuck & Kate Croatt
Marv & Kim Deutsch
The Lovers, the Dreamers, and Me
Alyce Ilg
Chris & Tom Karki
Linda Lee, in loving memory of my son 
Michael Lee who appeared often on 
DalekoArts stage.
Benilee Luce
Danny McDonald
Cathy & John Pollock
Rodney & Darlene Seurer
Amy “Aim Face” Surber
Dr. Mike & Kay Wilcox

DIRECTOR $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Simon & Sarah

David & Susan Karan
Deb & Scott Newman
Barb & Chuck Nickolay
Bob & Barb Paulson
Virgil & Debbie Pint
Jacqueline & Kevin Rhodes
Alecia & Josh Scharback & children
Robb & Lynn Schoenbauer
Toby & Nicole Thietje
Brad & Deb Yopp

PRODUCER $5,000 - $9,999
Kytyn & Brad Schoenbauer family

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE 
$10,000+

Jim & Linda Lee Foundation, in 
memory of Michael Lee
Daryl & Addamaine Thietje, in loving 
memory of Betty Jean Smith

MARQUEE CLUB monthly recurring 
gift

Anonymous
Audrey & Bob Austin
Andy Austin
Sean & Anne Byrd
Mark Goodman & Deb Buss
The Deihls
Natalie Dulka
Andy Giesen
Donna Giesen
Peter Gudlewski
Vincent Hannam
Simon & Sarah
Amy & Mike Newton
Kathy O’Neill
Jeff &Valerie Reiter
The Schuller Family
Colleen & Dan Sullivan
Mike Swan
Daryl & Addamaine Thietje
Sten Wall & Sarah Friday
Chad & Kyle Wieskus
Richard & Cathy Wornson
Brad & Deb Yopp

IN-KIND DONORS
Bill Belkengren
David Schulz
Joe Widmer



DANNY MCDONALD

AGENT
www.InsureWithDanny.com 

C O R P O R A T E ,  F O U N D A T I O N ,
A N D  P U B L I C  S U P P O R T

$20,000 & ABOVE

LEE FAMILY
FOUNDATION

$10,000 - $19,999

$5,000 - $9,999

Fu n d a m e n t a l  s u p p o r t  f ro m 
Daleko’s corporate, foundation, 
and government partners allows 
professional theatre programming 
to remain accessible to a large 
percentage of New Prague and 
the surrounding area. Grants from 
state and federal agencies, as well 
as local and national foundations, 
provide vital operating support 
for new and ongoing programs. 
To learn more, contact DalekoArts 
at 952-314-9077. For information 
about sponsorship opportunities 
and corporate benefits, contact us 
at sponsorship@dalekoarts.com.

$2,500 - $4,999 $750 - $2,499

$300 - $749 IN-KIND SPONSORS

UP TO $299 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
First Bank & Trust
Kubes Realty
New Prague Floral
Palmer Welcome Auto
Pool & Spa Patrol
Shimota Project 
Management, LLC
Suel Printing Company

Patrick Kozicky (President)
Lori Deihl (Vice President)
Alecia Scharback 
(Secretary)
Matt McNabb (Treasurer)
Bobby Gardner
Sarah Kallal
Paran Kashani

Kendra Rasmusson

Ben Thietje (ex officio)
Amanda White (ex officio)

C O M I N G 
S O O N

visit
www.dalekoarts.com

for more info




